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Abstract
The study was conducted to determine if differences
exist in bullying behavior between elementary and middle
school students.

The sample consisted of 192 children:

57

third graders, 29 girls and 28 boys; 40 fourth graders, 26
girls and 14 boys; 47 seventh graders, 20 girls and 27 boys;
and 48 eighth graders, 26 girls and 22 boys.
district in central Virginia was used.

A rural school

A likert scale

survey containing 10 questions was administered to determine
the perceptions children hold regarding fear of bullying,
the number of bullying experiences, why children are
bullied, and what adults do or can do when bullying occurs.
A chi square was conducted.

However, only three items

(i.e., "teacher's pet," smaller/younger/weaker, and physical
or learning disability) showed a statistically significant
level.

A correlation between number of friends and number

of bullying experiences found a significant relationship
between a low number of friends and a high number of
bullying experiences.
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A Child's Perception of Bullies
In Grades 3-4, and 7-8
A common anxiety affecting children of all ages is
being bullied.

Several similar interpretations of bullying

include Elkind and Weiner's (1978) definition which states
that bullies are children who consistently try to control
peers through verbal or physical aggression to relieve their
own feelings of inadequacy.

Olweus (1989) claims that

bullying involves (a) an imbalance of strength, physical or
psychological; (b) a deliberate intention to hurt the other
where the aggressive act is largely unprovoked; and, (c)
repeated negative activities against the individual.
Bullying is also defined as the long-term and systematic use
of violence, mental or physical, against an individual who
is unable to defend himself/herself in an actual situation
(O'Moore, 1990).

Simply stated, bullying is a form of

aggression in which one student physically or
psychologically harasses a victim over a long period of time
(Hazler, Hoover, & Oliver, 1992).

Each definition of

bullying includes aggressive behavior, which is apparently a
factor contributing to the development of a bully.
Development of Bullying
Walker, Steiber, Ramsey, and O'Neill (1990) conducted a
longitudinal investigation in which 80 middle school boys
who were at high risk for antisocial behaviors were used to
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classify and predict delinquency from the school setting.
Those students who had been arrested by the seventh grade
had problems with peer relations, as well as poor academics
and classroom behavior.

In addition, these children had

numerous disciplinary problems and more absences than their
non-arrested peers.

Boys who are at risk for later arrest

show a pattern of elevated and comparatively extreme scores
on measures of social-behavioral adjustment in the school
setting.
Several studies compared first graders to third graders
on levels of aggression and peer relations.

For example,

Dodge, Coie, Pettit, and Price (1990) selected 593 black
males to participate in a study using a play group
procedure.

The first graders engaged in a higher rate of

reactive aggression than the third grade boys.

The younger

peers liked the boys who bullied, as long as they also
engaged in cooperative play and leadership, looked happy,
and refrained from instrumental and reactive aggression.

By

the third grade, however, bullying behaviors are less
tolerated (Dodge, Coie, Pettit, & Price, 1990).

Those

bullies who do become popular are leaders, but they refrain
from bullying and coercion.

A possible explanation for this

change is that young boys' evaluation of peers is determined
from the dominant features of the individual, whereas the
older boys use a more sophisticated evaluation scheme to
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separate the bullies from the leaders (Dodge, Coie, Pettit,
& Price, 1990; Coie, Dodge, Terry, & Wright, 1991).
Aggressive boys were often the target of bullying behavior
in the first grade; however, the non-aggressive boys were
the third grader's target of aggression (Coie, Dodge, Terry,
& Wright, 1991). One common feature across both age groups
was that instrumental aggression was consistently linked to
peer rejection (Coie, Dodge, Terry, & Wright, 1991).
Similarly, Walker, Shinn, O'Neill, and Ramsey (1987)
conducted a study to compare anti-social fifth grade boys to
non-anti-social boys.

Anti-social boys had significantly

less academically engaged time, clear signs of behavioral
deviance, deficient social skills and relationships with
peers in free play, as well as an inadequate adjustment to
the instructional setting (Walker, Shinn, O'Neill, & Ramsey,
1987).

These students were beginning to experience school

failure and had significant disciplinary problems by the end
of the fifth grade (Walker, Shinn, O'Neill, & Ramsey, 1987).
This group was clearly lacking in the essential social and
academic competencies required for successful school
adjustment (Walker, Shinn, O'Neill, & Ramsey, 1987).
Although research has identified aggressiveness to be an
important aspect in the development of a bully, the
characteristics of victims have been less well-researched.
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Characteristics of Victims
A few studies have examined the characteristics of
victims.

Rigby and Slee (1992) found that victimized

children of bullies had a low self-esteem, tended to be less
happy than others, but generally still liked school.
Victims are also characterized as less socially skilled and
less popular than non-victimized peers (Neary & Joseph,
1994).
Perry, Williard, and Perry (1990) found a correlation
of r= .57 between victimization and peer rejection.

Victims

suffer a loss of self-esteem and feelings of isolation
(Hazler, 1994; Slee & Rigby, 1993; Whitney, Nabuzoka, &
Smith, 1992).

These feelings, in turn, lead to a decline in

grades because attention is taken away from learning
(Hazler, 1994).

Depression is a common outcome for victims

of bullying (Neary & Joseph, 1994).

Although a bully's

behavior clearly affects the victim, bullies themselves may
also experience similar effects.
Characteristics of Bullies
Bullies have a relatively high self-esteem, but are
less happy and dislike attending school more than non
bullying peers (Rigby & Slee, 1992).

Bullies are generally

boys; however, girls may also become bullies.

Like the

boys, the girls who bully are impulsive and dominant, but
instead of attacking their victims physically, they either
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verbally harass other girls or simply exclude them from
their group (0lweus, 1989; 0'Moore, 1990).
Bullies are different from other aggressive children in
that bullies may become popular with their peers, possibly
because they do not "pick" on everyone indiscriminantly
(Hoover & Hazler, 1991).

The bullies tend to show their

aggression to those who are weak, unpopular, unwilling or
unable to retaliate (Hoover & Hazler, 1991).

Bullies, then,

are a subset of aggressive children who derive pleasure from
harming others physically or psychologically (Roberts,
1988).
Prevalence
Bullying occurs in the schools at an astonishing rate.
For example, in a study conducted on the effects of
bullying, Slee (1993) found that 6% of the 631 participating
subjects had reported being bullied at least 1-2 days per
week.

Sixteen percent of these incidents lasted longer than

six months.

In addition, 33% of the subjects felt unsafe

from bullying.

When questioned about self-perception, 65%

reported feeling worse about themselves after the bullying
incident (Slee, 1993).

The longer the bullying was

continued (i.e., longer than six months), the lower the
self-esteem and the higher the anxiety and fearfulness
found in victims (0'Moore, 1990).
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In Norway, two times as many primary children are
victimized than in the secondary grades (O'Moore, 1990).

In

the United states, one in seven school children is either a
bully or a victim (Roberts, 1988).

Children who are either

in self-contained special education classes or in remedial
classes have a higher risk of being a victim (Martin, 1992;
Hoover & Hazler, 1991).

Similarly, students in primary

grades have a higher chance of being bullied than do those
in secondary schools (O'Moore, 1990).

Theoretically, this

is due to the bully being the "low man on the totem pole"
when he/she enters high school and has no one available to
be bullied (O'Moore, 1990).
student's Perception of School Control over Bullies
Students must feel safe and secure if they are to
learn.

Of concern to teachers, then, is the perception

students hold about bullies.

A handful of students proclaim

that teachers and administrators know about bullying
behavior, but do nothing to control it.

In Slee's (1993)

study, 25% of the 631 subjects felt that teachers do little
to stop bullying behavior.

Bullies get symbolic messages

from school professionals that it is okay to continue their
aggression when teachers or administrators ignore, play
down, or tolerate such abuse (Greenbaum, 1987).

In the

Hazler, Hoover, and Oliver (1992) study, students reported
that their teachers and principals did little to address the
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problem.

Whitney, Nabuzoka, and Smith (1992) found,

however, that half of their 6,758 subjects believed that
teachers did intervene, but 60% noted that they did not
report any incidents that had occurred.

Bullies who are

allowed to continue are five times more likely to end up in
juvenile court, be convicted of crimes, and eventually have
children with aggressive behaviors (Hazler, 1994).

Teacher

intervention is important, therefore, for both the bully and
the victim.
A study by Rigby and Slee {1991) examined the extent to
which school children are bullied and investigated the
attitudes of children towards the victims.

The

study

revealed that out of 685 participants, one in ten were
subjected to bullying. The victims were generally from the
younger group, and boys were more likely than girls to be
abused by peers (Rigby & Slee, 1991).

A majority of the

children were opposed to bullying and tended to be
supportive of the victims (Rigby & Slee, 1991).
Hazler, Hoover, and Oliver {1992) reported that
children perceive victims as being isolated and lonely, and
that bullies bully because of a lack of self-esteem.

That

is, bullies want to seem more popular, to be "cooler," or to
be in the "In crowd."

The students claim that bullies did

not want to hurt others so much as to help themselves
(Hazler, Hoover, & Oliver, 1992).

These students define a
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bully as someone who physically harasses a victim without
provocation.

They repeatedly included "name calling,"

"putting me down," "teasing," "saying I'm stupid," "just
ignoring me," and "talking about me a lot" as descriptions
of a bullying behavior (Hazler, Hoover, & Oliver, 1992).
The bully perceives his/her behavior as providing a
powerful reinforcement.

The bully believes that he/she can,

over a period of time, intimidate others without having to
account for his/her actions (Slee & Rigby, 1993).

on the

other hand, children who are victims perceive themselves to
have fewer friends, to be unpopular with peers and to feel
unsafe at school (Slee & Rigby, 1993).
One interesting observation found throughout the
literature is that even though bullying occurs at both the
elementary and middle schools, why these children bully
differs across the age groups.

The elementary school

bullies bully because they want to be popular; whereas, the
middle school bullies bully so that they can raise their own
self-esteem and make themselves look important.

The victim,

however, still suffers and both the victim and the bully
need professional help.
Statement of Purpose
Substantial research has been conducted examining the
effects of bullies on first and third graders, but little
research has been directed at differences which may exist
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between the elementary school and the middle school.

The

researcher believes that the effect of bullying on the
victim will be stronger at the middle school than at the
elementary school level.

Therefore, the purpose of this

study is to determine student perceptions of bullies in
grade levels 3-4, and 7-8.
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Method
Subjects
Approximately 100 third and fourth grade students as
well as approximately 100 seventh and eighth grade students
from a rural school system in Central Virginia were randomly
selected to be the subjects in this study.

Permission to

conduct the study was requested from the appropriate
Once the request

administrative office (See Appendix A).

was approved, permission was also requested from the
individual principals.

A letter was sent to ask permission

to participate from the parents of the third and fourth
grade students (See Appendix B), however, this was not
necessary for the seventh or eighth graders.
Procedure
The researcher delivered the surveys to the elementary
school third and fourth grade teachers and to the middle
school seventh and eighth grade English teachers to be
distributed to each selected student.

The researcher

administered the survey to all students.
requested on any survey.

No names were

Absolute confidentiality and

anonymity of the subjects was kept throughout the study.
names or any information that might identify the students,
teachers, schools, or school division was included in this
thesis.

No
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Instrument
After permission was received, a survey, found in
Appendix

c, was administered. The survey was adapted

from the set straight on Bullies (Greenbaum, Turner, &
Stephens, 1988) survey and Richard Hazler's "What's Going on
Here?" survey as printed in the Learning. 94, February
issue.

The survey consisted of ten questions designed to

assess each subject's perception of a bully.

The survey

requested demographic information (i.e., student's age and
gender), and a definition of what a bully is was included.
The students were asked to answer some questions designed to
measure the degree to which they perceive bullying to be a
problem in their classes.

The format was multiple choice,

and a rating scale.
Data Analysis
After the surveys were completed and returned, they
were examined by the researcher.

Descriptive statistics

were used to report the percentages and rank frequency of
each question.

A chi square was conducted to see if there

was a significant difference between gender.

A separate chi

square was conducted for grade level on questions# 7 and 8.
A correlation was computed to see if the number of friends
is correlated to a higher incidence of bullying experiences.
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Results
The total number of subjects was 192.

At the

elementary level, the number of third graders was 57 and the
number of fourth graders was 40.

The number of seventh

graders was 47 and the number of eighth graders was 48.

The

total number of boys was 91, and the total number of girls
equalled 101.

Divided by grade levels, the number of third

grade boys totaled 28 and girls numbered 29.

The number of
The number

fourth grade boys was 14 and girls totaled 26.

of seventh grade boys was 27 and for girls the number was
20. Eighth grade boys numbered 22 and girls 26.
age was computed for each grade level.

The mean

The mean age for

third graders was 8.7 years, and for the fourth grade, the
mean was 9.6 years.

For seventh grade, the mean age

equalled 13 years, and for eighth grade, 13.8 years.
Frequency and percentages of responses were computed
for Items 1-6 on the survey by grade levels.
asked for the number of friends.

Question# 1

Fifty-five percent of the

third and fourth graders, and sixty-five percent of the
seventh and eighth graders reported having a lot of friends.
On the other end, only two subjects from both grade levels
reported having no friends.

Question# 2 asked "how many

people do you think consider you a friend?"

For the third

and fourth graders, seventy-six percent reported lots or a
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few, whereas nearly ninety-eight percent of the seventh and
eighth graders chose lots or a few.
"Worries while at school" was question# 3.
four sub-parts to this question.

There were

Seventy-four percent of

third and fourth graders picked never or sometimes for 3a
(i.e., learning, classes, teachers,); however, for seventh
and eighth graders, the students were more distributed
across the choices.

The percentage for 3b (i.e., attending

special activities and programs) for third and fourth grade
was eighty-five percent for never or sometimes.

Similarly,

seventy percent of the seventh and eighth graders chose the
same response.

For Jc (i.e., misbehaving and disruptive

students) seventy-seven percent of the third and fourth
graders reported never or sometimes, whereas similarly,
eighty-six percent of the seventh and eighth graders
reported the same choice.

Seventy-five percent of third and

fourth grade subjects chose having no fear of using the
bathroom.

Accordingly, eighty-nine percent of seventh and

eighth graders had no or little fear.
Ninety percent of the third and fourth graders chose
never or sometimes as to being scared to come to school,
question# 4.

Seventh and eighth grade students chose

"never" seventy-eight percent of the time for the same
question.

Eighty-six percent of third and fourth graders,

and seventy-nine percent of the seventh and eighth graders
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reported to have seen bullying occur.

To the question

asked, "have you ever been bullied?," over half of the third
and fourth graders reported no, which was equal to that for
the seventh and eighth graders.
The questions designed to find out the child's
perception of what adults do to stop bullying, and perhaps a
few suggestions, were numbers 9 and 10.

Question# 9 reads,

"what do adults do when they see bullying."

Happily, only

twenty percent of third and fourth graders reported that
teachers do nothing, or ignore the bullying, which was
similar to the seventh and eighth grade reports.

The third

and fourth graders were equally divided in reporting that
adults stop the bully and tell everyone to leave; however,
fifty-three percent of the middle school subjects reported
that teachers only do this sometimes.

Fifty-six of the

third and fourth graders reported that teachers always stop
the bully and help solve the problem, whereas forty-three
percent of the seventh and eighth graders believe that
adults stop the bully and help solve the problem only
sometimes.
Question# 10 was asked to find out what children feel
adults should do.

Third and fourth graders believe that

supervising the playground and halls better would work
sometimes, whereas seventh and eighth graders believe this
would work always.

The elementary grade students report
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that enforcing rules against bullying and punishing bullies
would work always; however, the seventh and eighth grade
subjects were equally divided on this.

Ninety percent of

third and fourth grade students agreed that starting student
patrols or "student watch" programs would be a good idea to
implement.

Similarly, half of the seventh and eighth

graders agreed.

Conducting class discussions about bullying

prevention had both grade levels divided.

Only seventeen

percent of third and fourth graders and thirty-two percent
of seventh and eighth graders believed it would not work at
all, though.

The four grades felt that helping students

work together and make friends would work; however, the
third and fourth graders felt a little more strongly about
this suggestion.
Chi squares were conduc_ted on questions# 7 (i.e., Have
you ever been bullied) and# 8 (i.e., Why children are
bullied) for both grade levels and gender.

There was a

statistically significant difference between grade levels on
question# 8 only.

Question# Sb (i.e., too smart/teacher's

pet) had a statistical significance level at R< .001, # Sc
(i.e., physical or learning disability) and 8d (i.e.,
smaller/younger/weaker) showed a significance at R< .05.
Questions# 7 and 8 showed no statistically significant
difference for gender.
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A correlation was computed to determine if the number
of friends reported is related to a higher number of
bullying experiences (Questions# 1 and 7).

Question# 7a

(i.e., tease or insult), 7b (i.e., threaten), 7c (i.e.,
excluded), 7d (i.e., play practical jokes) had a statistical
significance level of R< .001, # 7f (i.e., shove, kick or
physically attack) had a statistical significance level of
R< .01, and# 7e (i.e., steal or damage belongings) had no
statistically significant correlation.

Figures 1 and 2 for

questions# 7 and 8 illustrate the frequency of scores for
each grade level. No apparent differences existed in the
answers from grades 3-4 and 7-8.
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Discussion
This study was conducted to determine student
perceptions of bullies in grade levels 3-4 and 7-8.

The

researcher wanted to find out if there was indeed a
difference in bullying behavior between the elementary
school and the middle school.

The findings from the survey,

however, did not show a statistically significant difference
between gender on questions# 7 and 8 or between grades for
question# 7.

However, on question# 8 b, c, and d, there

was a significant difference.
The information received from the survey unfortunately
did not reflect what the previous literature shows.

The

literature shows a difference in type of bullying behavior
between the elementary grades and the secondary grades.

The

researcher found no difference between grades or gender in
the type of bullying behavior.

There was a difference

between grades, not gender, in why children are bullied.
There also was no difference in the number of children who
reported to have never been bullied.

This researcher was

surprised to see that there were no major differences in
most of the answers from the survey across the grades.
Perhaps this is due to the rural nature of the school.
There are a few limitations to this study that need to
be discussed.
generalized.

The results found may not be readily
The small sample size,

N

= 192, does not
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provide enough information to predict that the responses
In

given are equal to what the whole population would say.
addition, a small rural school district was used, and of
that district, only two individual schools were used.

Again, this small sample limits the generalizability of the
results from the study.

A second limitation to this study

is a question of reliability and validity.
reliable, and are the answers valid?

Was the survey

A possible problem is

whether or not the students understood the questions?

The

researcher did notice a number of queries on question 3d.
Perhaps a few of the questions could have been worded a
little more precisely.

For example, stating "I worry about

going into the bathroom" instead of "I worry about using the
bathroom" may have reduced confusion on item three.

As with

most surveys, the question always remains, did the students
answer the questions honestly!
Several issues require future research.

A study that

could lead to generating prevention programs would be very
good to pursue, especially for the school districts.
Perhaps some qualitative research could be conducted by
pulling out either just the bully or the victim.

Observing

the subject or interviewing the subject individually might
yield interesting information.

This could help find out

more specifically where exactly the problem lies.

The most

obvious need would be for replication with a larger sample
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size, in another rural area, or even in an urban school
district.
In summary, the researcher found no statistically
significant differences in the answers to the survey between
gender.

Grade levels did show a limited number of

differences that were statistically significant.

These

results do not concur with the current related literature.
This is possibly due to the small sample size that was used
as well as the sample coming from a small rural school
district.
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Appendix A
Letter to School Official
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November 28, 1994
Longwood College
Box 760
Farmville, VA 23909

Dear
I am a Graduate student attending Longwood College
working on my Master's Degree in Special Education.

I am

conducting a thesis entitled " A Child's Perception of
Bullies in Grades 3-4, and 7-8.
I am writing to request permission to use all third,
fourth, seventh, and eighth graders in your school as
subjects for my thesis study.

I estimate that completion

of my survey will take only 25 to 30 minutes.

I can assure

you that no names of the students will be used and no
information will be linked to your schools or school
division.

Please see the attached copy of the survey I

would like to use.

I will be happy to provide you with a

summary of the results following completion of my study.
Sincerely,

Kristine E. Nebeling
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Appendix B
Letter to Parents
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To all 3rd and 4th grade Parents/Guardians,
My name is Kristine Nebeling.

I am a graduate student

at Longwood College working on my Master's Degree.

I am

currently conducting my thesis entitled "A Child's
Perception of Bullies, In Grades 3-4, and 7-8."
I am asking for your permission to allow your child to
complete my survey.

I can assure you that complete

anonymity and confidentiality will be guaranteed for your
child.

The only information that I will need are your

child's age, grade level and gender.

Your child's name will

not be used in this study.
Please fill out the form below and return it to your
child's teacher by March 2.

Thank-you for your time and

cooperation.
Sincerely,
Kristine E. Nebeling
My child _________ may participate in Kristine
Nebeling's survey.
I do not wish for my child _________ to participate
in Kristine Nebeling's survey.
(Parent or Guardian Signature)
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Appendix C
Survey
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"What's Going on Here"
I.

Grade_____

Age_____

I am a:
DEFINITION:

boy

girl

Bullies are children who pick on other
children all the time, for example, they
may call you names or put you down a lot.

II. Please answer the following questions by circling your
choice:
1.

How many close friends do you have (that you see and
talk to almost every day?)
None

2.

One or Two
One or Two

A few

Lots

What is your most important worry while at school-
circle the answer that is closest to how you feel about
each of the following items:
a)

I worry about learning, classes, teachers

Never
b)

c)

Regularly

All the Time

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

I worry about other misbehaving and disruptive
students

Never
d)

Sometimes

I worry about attending special activities and
programs

Never

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

I worry about using the bathroom

Never
4.

Lots

How many kids do you think consider you a friend?
None

3.

A few

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Are you now or have you ever been scared to come to
school?
Never

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time
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5.

Have you seen bullying at this school?
Never

6.

Regularly

All the Time

Are you now or have you ever been bullied at school?
Never

7.

Sometimes
Sometimes

I have been bullied.

Regularly
Yes

All the Time
No

(If you answered No, go on to question #8.)
If you answered Yes, please circle the response that
describes what happens when you are bullied:
a)

They tease or insult me
Sometimes

Never
b)

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

They exclude me (they don't talk to me on purpose)
Sometimes

Never
d)
e)

Regularly

All the Time

They play practical jokes on me

Never

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

They steal or damage my belongings

Never
f)

Never
g)
Never
8.

All the Time

They threaten me

Never
c)

Regularly

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

They shove, kick, or physically attack me
sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

They use a weapon (what kind) ____________
sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Why do you think you or others are bullied?
bullied because:
a)
Never

Kids are

They look or act different
Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time
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b)

They are too smart

Never

Sometimes

Never

Sometimes
Sometimes

All the Time

Regularly

All the Time

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

What do adults (teachers and administrators) do when
they see bullying?
a)

Nothing, ignore it

Never
b)

Sometimes

c)

Sometimes

All the Time

Regularly

All the Time

Stop it and help solve the problem

Never
d)

Regularly

Stop it and tell everyone to leave

Never

10.

Regularly

They just ask for it or deserve it

Never
9.

All the Time

They are smaller, weaker or younger

Never
e)

Regularly

Because of a physical handicap or learning
disability

c)

d)

"teachers' pets"

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Other

What can adults at school do to help stop bullying?
a)
Never
b)

Never
c)
Never

Supervise the playground and halls better
Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Enforce rules against bullying and punish bullies
Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Start student patrols or "Student Watch" programs
Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time
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d)

Conduct class discussions about bullying prevention

Never
e)
Never
f)

Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Help students to work together and make friends
Sometimes

Regularly

All the Time

Other ideas (please describe) _____________
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Tables
1, 2, 3 and 4
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Table 1
student Responses to the Survey Question# 9d
Grade
Third and Fourth

*
*
*
*
*

Help the one who got hurt
Tell the bully to stop
Send bully to office
Put bully in detention
Talk to the bully and victim

* Just ignore it

*

Suspend the bully

* Break up the situation
Seventh and Eighth

*

stop the incident and be on their way

* Put the bully in detention
* Put the bully in In-School Suspension
* Send those involved to peer mediation

*

Tell people to go on to class

* Help work things out between bully and victim

*

Hold conferences between teacher and bully or victim

N.Q.tg.

Question# 9 read: "What do adults (teachers and

administrators) do when they see bullying?"
"other," looking for a written response.

Part "d" was
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Table 2
Student Responses to the Survey Question# lOf
Grade
Third and Fourth
* Grown-ups watch kids so they won't get hurt
* start safety patrols
* Make up things that will help students get along better
* Put in hidden cameras

*
*

Inform the parents
Keep age levels together

* Tell students what to do if they see a bully

*

students help watch playgrounds and sidewalks
Seventh and Eighth

* Punish bully and make sure victim doesn't get hurt
* Don't send them home, because they don't learn
* Enforce the rules more strictly
* Work out a compromise with the bully

*

Give peer mediation

* Teacher sit with students at lunch table
* Stop the little things before they get bigger

*

Have eighth grade patrol watchers

Note,

Question# 10 read: "What can adults do to help stop

bullying?"

Part "f" was "other ideas (please describe)."
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Table 3
Frequencies and Percentages ofltems 1-6, 9 and 10 of the Survey, n=97
for Grades 3 and 4
Lots

Few

1 or 2

None

I. Number of friends

n=53, 55%

n=24, 25%

n= l8, 19%

n=O l, 1%

2. Number of friends consider
you a friend

n=39, 40%

n=35, 36%

n= l9, 20%

n=03, 3%

Never

Sometimes

Regularly

Always

n=26, 27%
n=46, 47%
n=32, 33%
n=73, 75%

n=46, 47%
n=37, 38%
n=43, 44%
n= l8, 19%

n= lO, 10%
n= 05, 5%
n= l3, 13%
n=OO, 0%

n= l6, 16%
n= l4, 14%
n= IO, 10%
n=05, 5%

4. Have you ever been scared to
come to school

n=58, 60%

n=29, 30%

n=04, 4%

n=04, 4%

5. Have you seen bullying at this
school

n= l3, 13%

n=43, 44%

n= l5, 15%

n=23, 34%

6. Have you been bullied

n=50, 52%

n=38, 39%

n=03, 3%

n=03, 3%

9. What do adults do to stop
bullying
a) nothing/ignore it
b) stop it/tell people to leave
c) stop it/help solve problem

n=59, 61%
n=27, 28%
n= 11, 11%

n=20, 21%
n=36, 37%
n= l9, 20%

n=07, 7%
n=22, 23%
n= l2, 12%

n= l l, 11%
n=20, 21%
n=54, 56%

n= l3, 13%

n=4 J, 42%

n=20, 21%

n=23, 24%

n= lO, 10%

n=29, 30%

n=24, 25%

n=44, 45%

n= l l, 11%
n= l7, 18%
n=08, 8%

n=32, 33%
n=39, 40%
n=21, 22%

n= l5, 1%
n=23, 24%
n= l l, 11%

n=39, 40%
n= l9, 20%
n=57, 59%

Questions from Survey

3. Worries while at school
a) learning/classes/teachers
b) attending special activities
c) misbehaving students
d) using the bathroom

IO. What can adults do to stop
bullying
a) supervise playground/
hallways better
b) enforce rules against
bullies
c) start student patrols
d) conduct class discussions
e) help students become
friends
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Table 4
Frequencies and Percentages of Items 1-6, 9 and 10 of the Survey, n=95
for Grades 7 and 8
Questions from Survey

Lots

Few

1 or 2

None

I. Number of friends

n=62,65%

n=26,22%

n=07, 7%

n=OI, 1%

2. Number of friends consider
you a friend

n=70, 74%

n=24, 25%

n=05,5%

n=OI,1%

Never

Sometimes

Regularly

Always

n=IO, 10%
n=26, 27%
n=48, 51%
n=62,65%

n=45, 47%
n=50,53%
n=33,35%
n=22, 23%

n=26, 27%
n= lO, 11%
n=05, 5%
n=04, 4%

n= l3, 14%
n= l l,12%
n=08, 8%
n=07, 7%

4. Have you ever been scared to
come to school

n=74,78%

n= l8, 19%

n=O l, 1%

n=05, 5%

5. Have you seen bullying at this
school

n=20,21%

n=46, 48%

n=l8,I9%

n=14,15%

6. Have you been bullied

n=55,58%

n=34, 36%

n=04, 4%

n=05, 5%

9. What do adults do to stop
bullying
a) nothingiignore it
b) stop ititell people to leave
c) stop it/help solve problem

n=37, 39%
n=l5, 16%
n=19,20%

n=50, 53%
n=50,53%
n=41,43%

n=06, 6%
n= l9,20%
n= l6,17%

n= l3, 13%
n= 13,14%
n=20,21%

n=21, 22%

n=31,33%

n=23, 24%

n=57, 59%

n=12, 13%

n=24, 25%

n=33, 35%

n=36, 38%

n=41, 43%
n=30,32%
n=15, 16%

n=28, 29%
n=36, 38%
n=29,31%

n=I3, 14%
n= l5,16%
n=22, 23%

n= l5, 16%
n= l5,16%
n=29,31%

3. Worries while at school
a) learning/classes/teachers
b) attending special activities
c) misbehaving students
d) using the bathroom

IO. What can adults do to stop
bullying
a) supervise playground/
hallways better
b) enforce rules against
bullies
c) start student patrols
d) conduct class discussions
e) help students become
friends
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Figures
1 and 2
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Figure 1
Median Responses of Grade Levels to Question# 7
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Figure 2
Median Responses of Grade Levels to Question# 8
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